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Grey, in a moving speech saying that the piling up of arma-
ments inevitably led to war. No truer words could have been
spoken, and I am profoundly grateful, in spite of all the
difficulties which our disarmament has created, that our
hands are clean, that we carried out our pledges in the spirit
as well as in the letter.

But now, in our future peace aims, disarmament must be
an integral part, an ideal to be aimed at. This time, however,
Great Britain and France must always maintain superiority;
and any disarmament proposals must take cognizance of
realities, and the Allies must make their contribution only if
they are satisfied the peace of the world will not be en-
dangered.

Again, on this issue public opinion could very well be
prepared, so that when peace proposals are under discussion
their progress will be watched by an informed nation, and
the decisions of Great Britain, and indeed of France, not be
subjected to alteration by a sentimental public swayed by
specious arguments of the moral value of leadership. If we
decide to decline to give a lead in disarmament, we will be
fully justified in doing so; and such a decision should receive
the wholehearted support of the nation.

And finally a word about England. I so describe the British
Isles because, however illogical, there is some subtle differ-
ence between referring to the English spirit and the British
spirit. The latter is easier in my view to define, but England
is all-embracing and conveys something to the foreigner
which differs from the word British. So I want in a few words
to include in peace aims one for ourselves, for during these
last few months I have been in very close contact with the
people, not as a result of my political representation, but as
a representative of the Government called upon to carry out
the will of a nation united to prosecute the war till victory is
achieved.

The British people are well aware that their husbands and
their sons, as well perhaps as their daughters, may be called
upon to make the supreme sacrifice; and I have had the sad
task of visiting some homes where that sacrifice has already
been made. First there were two old people (the man unem-